
South Brent Riding Club  
The Erme Valley Riding for the Disabled Donation Pr esentation.  

By Andrea Newton  
  
The RDA charity cheque presentation was carried 
out on Wednesday 11th February.  I went along to 
the RDA morning Session and met with Peggy, 
Jeannie Frape and other members of the Volunteer 
group who help to run the sessions. 
 
It was a very interesting time.  I have intended for far 
too many years, to go along and offer my 
assistance.......time management skills leave a lot to 
be desired in my corner, and is a really poor excuse, 
for failing to ever get to The Brook, to help out.  It 
was fascinating to watch the different Riders (Adults) 

and the impeccably well behaved horses undertaking their exercise in the school.   
  
Peggy and I had a chat about the history of the RDA, which, this year in July, will have been 
running for 25 years!!  This morning I received a lovely Thank you Letter from Peggy and the 
EVRDA Group, thanking the South Brent Riding Club for our very generous donation of 
£250.00.  This is the proportionate amount raised from the Mary King Demo held last 
September 08 at The Grange. 
 
The first two weeks of July at The Brook, there will be special celebrations marking the 25th 
Anniversary of the Erme Valley Riding for the Disabled Group, with various sessions and events 
being run.  Peggy has extended an invite to all SBRC Members to come along to any of these 
sessions if we wish to do so and also to come along to the Ram Roast and Presentation 
Evening on the 2nd July. 
  
This will be an extremely significant occasion and one which I feel we should make a very big 
effort to support too, with our presence.  Peggy and the Group are all very grateful of our 
continued support in using her facilities and our donations. 
  
The current venue, The Brook, has been in operation for 9 years and is a non commercial 
business, relying totally on donations and support from the local community.  A lot of time and 
money has been investment in the property, in order to meet the very specific needs of all the 
users.  This is mostly achieved from the support of local businesses, local riding clubs, 
instructors, pony clubs and independent hirers of the facility and charity events, such as the 
Moonlight Steeplechase, held each year in August.  Without all of the help and support from 
interested parties, expensive equipment such as Hydraulic Hoists and Sling Cradles, 
appropriate horses, access, toilets and general maintenance to the facility, this service would 
not be sustainable. 
  
The RDA currently owns 10 horses and has one horse, Peaches, on a long term loan.  These 
are mainly Riding Horse / Cob types and each one is carefully vetted, trained and managed to 
meet the criteria required, to be appropriate horses for the Riders. The age group of the Riders 
who benefit immensely from the facilities at The Brook ranges from Pre school age, to the 
oldest riding member who is 65 yrs of age.  Each week, The Brook host 13 sessions for up to 70 
riders, and has a Volunteer base of 50 or so helpers. 
  
The EVRDA also provides training opportunities for Duke of Edinburgh students, and work 
placements for those people interested in Special Needs Care. 
 


